THE TRACED T OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
vagueness and ambiguity in the resolution, ho used a sentence
which left the delegates absolutely bewildered.   He said :
* If they were going to pass a resolution to go out to the
whole world as a declaration of the Labour Party on the
War, that resolution should not be drafted in such a way
that at no particular point could they place their finger on
precisely what it meant and what it tied them down to,'
The purpose of his peroration was very obvious. The
honeyed word, the spice? of ilattery, the appeal to the memory
and pride of achievement and his association with them in
their former triumphs, were all stressed in the effort of persua-
sion. He hoped that they wore going k to face the future as
men who had fought side by side in days gone* by, men who
had built up a Party so magnificent in its strength that it
could produce a Conference like that one of the finest lie
had ever faced.' Then came the peroration :
fi Oh,, how sad it was, how heart-breaking it was, that
some (if them had to stand tip and face the Conference with
pride in their hearts as to what it was and doubt in their
hearts as to what it was to be. In the name of everything
they held sacred, in the name of everything they believed in,
in the name of everything they had hope for, lot this be a
purely passing affair, let this bo one of those storms that
disturb the most friendly of households and the most per-
manent of friendships. Let them go out from the Conference
with teeth clenched and head down on their shoulders,
determined to go through the dark days, but equally
determined that, when they were over, back they would
come to gather in the bonds of co-operation to fight the
common enemy as enthusiastically and successfully as they
had fought him before.*
In spite of this strong emotional appeal, the speech failed
to impress the Conference, and MacDonald had to sit there
in silence while speaker after speaker denounced his equivoca-
tion. * Mr. MacDonald/ said one, * had the opportunity of
his life to give a clear expression of his opinions and as to
which side of the fence he was on, but he has not done so/
This delegate protested against the * clever points and finesse,'
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